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. sheets. Including this cover sheet 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
— amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



.sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I ^3 Basis of the report 
n n Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unily of invention 

Reasoned stotement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statraient aiipu^numiy , 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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:en|^joiial application No. 



r/JP2002/0 13769 



1. With regard to the elements of the intemational application:* 
the intemational application as originally filed 
die description: 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement imder Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



. , filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as origioally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed widi die letter of 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. » filed with the demand 



, , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
die intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language ^_ which is- 

□ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)) 

□ 

die language of publication of die international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

n die language of the translation fiimished for die purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add seqnence disclosed in die intemational application, the intemational 
prelmunary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fiunished subsequendy to this Audiorify in written form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that die subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fiirm is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation o£ 

□ 

die description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig . 

5 n ^^^^ ^ established as if (some of) die amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have beenjumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
m this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). * 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to tliis report. 
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V« Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial i^plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2, 3 



1, 4-8 



1-8 



1-8 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 889063 Al (Kao Corporation), 7 January 
1999; claims & JP 2000-26738 A; claims and 
paragraphs [0004] , [0042] , [0053] and [0058] 
& US 6313231 Bl 

US 4959060 A (Nippon Sliolcubai Kagalcu Kogyo 
Co., Ltd.), 12 December 1989; entire text & 
JP 63-272349 A; entire text & JP 63-153060 
A; entire text & JP 127754 A; entire text 



Document 2 



Claims 1 and 4-8 

Tlie inventions set forth in claims 1 and 4-8 are not 
novel and do not involve an inventive step. 

The ^""presence of a 0,001-6 parts by weight of a 
metal chelating agent to 100 parts by weight of the a, 
unsaturated carboxylic acid'' and ^^addition^ before 
starting drying or during drying of the gel including the 
water-absorbing resin obtained by polymerization, of 
0,001-6 parts by weight of a reducing agent or an 
oxidizing agent to 100 parts by weight of said a, 
unsaturated carboxylic acid'' in the invention set forth in 
claim 1 are disclosed in document 1, cited earlier in the 
international search report (see document 1, claims) . 

The invention set forth in claim 4 delimits the 
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metal chelating agent in the invention set forth in claim 
1, and this feature is disclosed in document 1 cited 
earlier in the international search report (see document 
1/ claims) . 

The inventions set forth in claims 5-7 are water 
absorbing resins, absorbent materials and absorbent 
products, delimiting the invention set forth in claim 1, 
and these features are disclosed in document 1 cited 
earlier in the international search report (see document 
1, claims and the description of the prior art in the 
specification) . 

The invention set forth in claim 8 is an invention 
of a method for preventing coloration; but the process is 
the same as in the invention of the process for producing 
a water absorbing resin of the invention according to 
claim 1, and for the reasons given above it is disclosed 
in document 1 cited earlier in the international search 
report . 

Claims 2 and 3 

The inventions set forth in claims 2 and 3 do not 
involve an inventive step. 

The invention set forth in claim 2 delimits the 
reducing agent in the invention set forth in claim 1, and 
this feature is disclosed in document 2 cited earlier in 
the international search report and is common in the field 
of water absorbing resins; therefore, use of these 
reducing agents is obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

The invention set forth in claim 3 delimits the 
oxidizing agent in the invention set forth in claim 1, and 
this feature is disclosed in document 2 cited earlier in 
the international search report and is common in the field 
of water absorbing resins; therefore, use of these 
reducing agents is obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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